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California dreaming

By James Sherbon

STHIS is my Tdth stay.”” my newlound
Barily frcnd Rolytells me in The
Huntington Hotel and Mok Hill Spas
Big 4 Bar on my second nighl in fown.

S0 fust an extraordinsry hotel
Wonderful service and a classic
ambience right in the best part of San
Iranciscn.™

Acnative Californian from Anaheim,
Foaby's Edith visit was courtesy of a deal
ber Bad Tound onlipe amd thoughl i
wits foo good Lo s

Four days in San Franceseo was his
i of the near-perfoct shorl getaway,

[ must admit, e was probably dght.
san Franciseo remains one of the mosl
picluresoue cilics on the planc.

sure, we syinevsiders like 1o think
wiz have il all when it comes Lo
harbourside beauby, but walching a
cotton-candy Tog roll up San Francisoo
Bav and engulf the Golden Gate
Pridge is one of the most awe-
inspiring sights anvwhere

Iwassiting in the Huntinglon
recounting my San Francisco
Saturday with Rob before my carly
morning drive lo Yosemite National
Park the next day,

The Huntington sits atop Mol P,
which is one of the city®s more affiuent
neighbourhoods, [1oflers exquisite
Ly as well as extracrdinary service.

For me, it was an especially
comfortable haven afler a hard dav ol
wandering the hills of San Francisoo
with only the oceasional ride on a
eable car.

The day lad started eardy with my
first decent collee in America al the

Farmer®s Market down at the Ferry
Termimal on the Bay. Wandering
through the market munching on
sorrgeos custard-Tled pamerottn amd
sipping colfoe was the perfect pick-
me-up before o day ol pure lourist
ENETICTICES,

Fiestlv, a terry trip under the Golden

Gale Bridge amd around Aleatraz
before a return to Fisherman®s Whar!
and a lip-schmacking bench ol chilli
crab washed down with a Sonoma
chardonnay, For dessert, 8 walk up to
Ghirardedli Chocolate for one of their
serumplions Sundacs while walching
the fog slowly crawlup the hay. [17°s an
amaring spectache.

[l of seafood and joe cream it
ddid ™ seem vight to ride the cable car

ugt Loy Lovmbiard Street - he world s
croonkodest street - sowe channelled
the climbing skills of mountain goals
anil deagged oursclves upwards,

Nearly every other lourist in San
Franciseo seemed to have the same
irden, which must infuriale the

residents. Relioved To b an o cable car,

thiere should have been more
exploring to do, but §wanted 1o be
pight for myv drive to Yosemite the next
mEning,

Acdrivie which would take me past
san Franeiseos adiacen] nefghbours
sueh as Oakland and Berkeley and out
through the Californian countryside
past orchards, vineyards aned lelds of
sirawberries, From the Tal lowlands
around Modesto to the rather nervy
ascenl inte Yosemile™s weslern
enfranve, it was o classic American

dfrive. Unlorfunately, [ wasn™ inoan
open-toppend roadster, bt a Dodge
Caravan which meant [ lacked a little
highway crecl T edidn®™ mutter though,

That first ook al Yosemite®s
seemery is lruly amaring, During my
chilithood Thad walched countioss
Disney and Warner Bros carloons
with their ruggediy drawn landscapes
anel thaughl them unreal, Thoeyre nol

Yaosermite is awe-inspiring. 117 the
real Dhsney seb with teuly deeply iconic
American scenery, Huge walerlalls
cascacding into the main valley and
stunning monolithic geanite rock
forms of ever-changing shades,

Getting there

W Australia Mics dailv [0 Tos Angeles
aneel has just extended s corrent
online airfare sale unlil september 17,
www.vaustralia.com.au

Stay

1o san Francisco, stay al the
Huntington Hetel and Mok il S,
Tel: 1600 251 958

www.slh.com

See

Yosemite Mational Park, The
Evergreen Lodge on the weslern
Dwrreber of The park offers a real
Yosemite experience and great
packagis,

Tel: 0011 (209} 379-2606
info@evergreeniocdge.com



